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ey know that my REDEEMER liveth, and that he Jhall, 
at the latter day upon the earth. And though after my 
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* DEAR 88 N at's ent 


5 HA VE often been ell to weep with 
you, under afflictive, and bereaving diſperi- 
ſations: and I now promiſe myſelf. a ſhare 
in your ſympathetic ſorrows with me, and mine, 
3 under the great loſs we have ſuſtained, But as 
1 Aaron, when exerciſed with one of the moſt aw, 
J ful Providences that can befal a child of Goo, 
4 was commanded to go on with the work of the 
A day, which teacheth us, that afflictions : are ſent 
4 to quicken.us in duty, not to take us off from it: 
F I ſhall attempt to carry on the work now before 
0 us, by complying with the requeſt of r my dear I 
9 child, in recommending to your ſerious conſide- _ 
lation the words of the apoſtle Paul, which you 
will find written, 


2 Tim. i. 12. 


= -— For I know whom 1 have believed, and I am 
= perſuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
Dave committed unto him againſt that day. 


= [Na dying world, —in a dying hour, has 
= Z can give equal ſupport with the GREAT and 

1 GLORIOUS OBJECT here ſet before us? None but 
AL Arn 1GHTY Saviour can help us, 2 fleſh, 1 
IS 0 „ A 2 3 and 1 


© 
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and heart fail us. Happy ſoul, diſtinguiſhed 


with a ſenſe of intereſt in CarsT, in its laſt 
moments! This was Paul's caſe, and it has of- 


ten been the ſweet experience of others in ſimilar 
circumſtances. May this be our comfort living 
and dying With this view our Apoſtle recom- 
mends CHRIST to us, as having thoſe two great 
qualifications, which we need in a Saviour, name- 
ly, Divine Power, and Divine Faithfulneſs. As 
« he is infinitely able, to keep what I have com- 
© mitted to him: ſo I am aſſured that my Jasvs 
& is infinitely F aithful and will not deſert me ; 
& and that his ranſom. is abſolutely ſufficient, and 


6 cannot deceive me.” 


That theſe great things are ſpoken of the 
Lokp Jzsvs CurisT is evident from ver. 10. 
where we have both his name, and his office ; 
„ He hath abqliſhed death, and hath brought 
« life and immortality to light, through the goſ- 
„ pel.” In this cauſe Paul was called to ſuffer 
* Nevertheleſs,” ſays he, I am not aſhamed 
for I know whom I have believed, or rufted, 


2 9 


60% 


* and I am perſuaded. that he is able to keep 


8 


$ 


that which I have committed unto him againſt 
that day.“ Obſerve, 


5 


s 


I. The Perſon of CHRIST is the great and 
glorious object of a ſinner's hope towards Gon. 
The Perſon of Carisr : This is the delight- 
ful ſubje& of the old and new teſtament, To 
HIM, both the ,prophets and apoſtles give teſti- 
mony, that i in his name all that believe are juſti- 

5 tied 


(5) 
ked from all things, from which they 920 not 


be juſtified by the law of Moſes . "| 
Here 1 am naturally led to ſay bias con- 


cerning the Perſon of Cunisr, as alſo of the 
Knowledge the Apoſtle had of him. 
1. I am to ſpeak of the Perſon of Crixiray; 


| But, alas, how little do we know of him ! This 


we know, and it is a great encouragement to 
our faith in him, that He is the M16nTyY Gov, 
the everlaſting Father, and the Prince of peaceb. 
And, indeed, were he not ſo great and glorious 
a Perſon, we could have no ground to truſt in 
him: Nay, it would be an act of idolatry. But 


there is no danger of falling into idolatry : for 


the perſon of whom Paul ſpeaks, though in his 
humbled ſtate, was“ in the form of Gop, and 


thought it no robbery to be equal with Gop *. 


He is the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 


* and the expreſs image of his perſon“.“ And, 
being a Perſon infinitely great and glorious, 
they that know him will put their truſt in him: 


Which leads me to conſider, 
2. The knowledge which the apoſtle had of 
him. © I know hen I have believed.“ ] can- 


not apprehend: that our Apoſtle, great as his 


knowledge of Car 1sT was, was able to compre- 


hend the infinite glories of his Perſon : for who 


by ſearching can find out him © who is over all 


Goh bleſſed for ever, Amen,” But this we 


main- 


Adds xii. 520. Ia. ix. 6. Phil.! 11, 6. IN this 
text vindicated againſt the Arians in my Sermons on Romans 
Vil, p. 235==23 7» © Heb. 1 3. Rom ix. 5. 


( 6 ) 

maintain that Paub knew ſo mich of CMR IsT, 
both of his nature, and his office, as to give up 
his own ſoul into his hands, and alſo io retom- 
mend him to others. Vea, at the eloſe of liſo, 
having had all poſible opportunities of correct 
ing his paſt miſtakes, be. recommends Cuzisr | 
more than ever. He cheerfully embraces every 


oceaſion to ſpeak of his great Lon and Maſter, 


in this chapter, and frequently in this which was 


one of his laſt epiſties. I might add, he even 
ſeems to triumph and glory in all his ſufferings 
for the ſake of CRIST, which affords us one 
of the ſtrongeſt external proofs we have of the 
truth of. the Chriſtian Religion.— His - know- 


ledge of Cun 18 led him to give up himſelf; his 


foul, his body, all his worldly, and all his ſpi- 
ritual, eee — into FOR itn er's 
hands. 


1 may be * arne $6 What did Paul 


e ſee in Cn 1s ſo as to lead him thus to give 


61 up all his moſt important concerns to him? 1 


anſwer. His ALM! GHTY POWER: was undoubt- 
edly one ground of encouragement. He is 

# able.” There are two things,“ ſays the 
learned: Grotiuss „ which are requiſite to aſſiſt 


< our faith”? in this ſolemn tranſaction; the 
one is power.; and here it is in my text; © He 
is able.“ The other is fidelity,“ and the 
Apoſtle ſees it in CuR IST, as keeping that which 
is committed to him, I know him,” ſays 


the Apoſtle, © though the world does not. 1 
"00" oY what A great, glorious and faithful per- 


. e 3b: hy 
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428 


| C49. - 
« FOE is, how alle, e e 


e keep my ſoul, to preſerve it unto his hea- 
& venly kingdom and glory. His wiſdom, 
t power, love, and faithfulneſs, are Jo illuſ- 
* frious, chat I cheerfully give up my everlaſt- 
„ ing ALL to him, not dochting the OREAT 
*. AND HAPPY EVENT-" 

No as his Power is ſupparted FR his Deity, 
ſo his Faithfulneſs belongs to his office. I grant 
that we cannot juſtly argue from CarsT's power 
to his will z but when the power of his divine 


_ Perſon is united with his office as a Saviour, 


what have we to fear ? His office as a Saviour, 
includes in it the whole of our Redemption ; his 
perfect Righteouſneſs, and his atoning Sacrifice; 


his ſanctifying Sprair, and his bringing us to 
che everlaſting inheritance of the Saints in light. 


If any inquire, How Paul gained this know- 
ledge of Cn isr, we might anſwer, It was by 
the gift of Gon, If we inquire into the way 
and means whereby it was communicated, we 


anſwer, By the word, and by the SerziT of 


Gop. There is nothing in our text but may be 
found in many other paſſages of ſacred writ : 
But foraſmuch as many have ſome notions 


about Cur1sT who never gave up their ſouls to 


him to be ſaved, it is evident that the Loxp the 


- SPIRIT as the glorifier of CyrisT, gave our 


Apoſtle ſuch views of the perſon, and qualifica- 
tions of CHRIST as to lead him to make choice 
of him as his only Saviour; and by long experi- 
ence of CnRisr's care and faithfulneſs, he was 

en- 
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encouraged with greater cheerfulneſs to eonſide 


in * even until death. 
I. Obſerve, It is the duty: and intereſt of 
-yobe: finners to commit their immortal ALL into 
the hands of the Redeemer. 
That which Paul did, muſt we do, if we would 
have Cnr1sT to be our Saviour, © I know 
„ whom. 7 have believed,” or truſted ; and he tells 
us what he meant by believing. when he adds, 
*I have enten or 8 my ALL“ to 
„ Him.“ | 
Many are the aeſeriptions of true lich in the 
1 of Gop, and they are in general ſo plain 
that he who runs may read them: yet we have 
had ſo many and ſuch ſtrange and contradicto- 
ry definitions given of it, by men who have 
embraced ſome favorite hypotheſis, that many 
true chriſtians have thought there is no queſtion 


more difficult than to determine what true faith 


is. But it is very obſervable, that in the ſcrip- 
ture no ſuch queſt ion is ever propoſed. It ſeems 
rather to be taken for granted, that we may as 
well know, by the deſcriptions given of it, what 
faith is, as any other grace or duty. Some- 


times it is deſcribed by looking, Iſa. xlv. 22. by 


eating and drinking, John vi. 53. by coming 


Mat. xi. 28. by hungering and thirſting, Mat. 


V. 6. by flying for refuge, and laying hold on 
the hope ſet before us, Heb. vi. 18. by receiving 
Cnsisr, John i. 12. and, generally, in the old 
ment, by euniag. and this is che idea in 
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my text, than which nothing can be more na- 
tural or familiar. How then comes it to paſs, 
that the minds of believers have been fo unſet- 
tled with reſpect to the nature of faving faith? 
Is it becauſe we have ſuch variety of expreſſion ? 
This, one would think micht greatly ond. to 
elucidate the ſubjet,” 


After all 1 have ſaid, perhaps, ſome 1 may | be 


6 ready to renew the i inquiry, « What ate theſe a&t- 
ings of the mind and heart which conſtitute the 


duty of believing ?“ Or in other words, „In 
what kind of language does faith expreſs itſelf in 
going out of itſelf committing its everlaſting aLL 
to the Lord Jesus Cuxrsr ?” Now here, for the 
ſake of variety, I will recommend to you the words 
of a pious writer, which I have often read with 
pleafure. % This act of faith,” (ſays he) © fome- 
times runs very low with a ſerious chriſtian, 

„It may be ſo on a man's firſt believing and 
„ ſometimes a great while after, in an hour of 


« ſpiritual darkneſs and deſertion: whereupon, 


% if we could but ſtand at his cloſet-door, we 
«© might over-hear him breaking forth in ſome 
« ſuch language as this:“ My ſins are many, 
* and my danger is great, and my fears are 
2 proportionable to both. What will beconie 
** of me to all eternity Gop only knows. But 
„ yet however, there is ſalvation for loſt ſinners. 
through the blood of à Redeemer z though 
« lam ſo far from having an aſſurance of an 
intereſt in it, that I am terribly afraid I never 
** ſhall. ' Many diſcouragements break in like 
Yai © B wave 
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wave after wave on my diſtreſſed ſoul, and 1 


have much ado to keep my head above water, 


yea it is often covered by it; yet I ſee a ſafe 
harbour; but Lom p, at how great a diſtance 
am I from it, fo that I can but juſt perceive 
it l Oh that I could but ſwim to it! Well, 1 
will make towards it, though 1 fear I ſhall 
ſink long before I reach it. But however 1'1] 
try rwbat rich, ſovereign, free grace will do. 
15 I am indeed the vileſt ſinner that ever was 3 


<« then Cnr1sT neyer yet had ſo fair an oppor- 
$6 


+ tunity of ſhewing his tender love, his infinite 
power, his unſhaken faithfulneſs, and the 


value and efficacy of his blood, in all their 


| beauty and glory, as now he has. What 
though I am an obſcure perſon, and ſhould 
never have an opportunity of publiſhing it 
on earth? yet it will not die as a ſecret in 
my boſom: the happy tidings will run through 
the heavens ; and the bleſſed inhabitants above 

will wonder at his exceeding abundant grace 


overflowing to me; and ſing hallelujahs to 


the LAus of Gop on my account. And 


though CHRIST at the laſt day will be admir- 


.ed and glorified in all his ſaints; yet if I be 
found among them, 1 ſhall more ſignally a- 


dorn his triumph than any one beſides. 1 


will therefore venture into his preſence, caſt 
myſelf into the arms of his mercy : but that's 


too proud and ſaucy a word; I would rather 


ſay, I will throw myſelf at his foot, If he 
8 PHT me Js: 1 can but die then. But it 


n 2 1 may 


. 
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ti may be he may ſtretch out the ſceptte of his 
«grace to me, and then I ſhall te: and who 
& can tell, but he will? But if not, if I periſh, 
* periſb. So I muſt, if I don't apply to him. 
©« Therefore though he ſhould Slay me; I will put 
« wy traſt in bim. If die, P'Il die laying hold 
* on the horns of this altar, If ever help come, 
I know it muſt be in this way; ber there · 
© fore I am reſolved to abide; come on't what 
« will, Pl} wait the iſſue of it, and ſee how it 
* may pleaſe the moſt compaſſionate lover of 


_ ©: ſouls to deal with mine *.“ 


In a word; ſaving Faith includes in it ſich a 


knowledge of CnxIsr's ability and fairhfulneſs; 
as leads it to depend alone upon him, for ſalva- 
tion! or, according to my text, It is a commit- 
ting of the ſoul into the hands of CRHRIST as an 


-_ and a faithful e Obſerve, : 


In. That all; 10 commit their ſouls i into the Io 
ki of the Lozp Jzsvs Cnr18t, may reſt aſſured 


that he will take the care of them upon himſelf to 
their everlaſting ſalvation : ” I am per/uaded that 
© heis ABLE to keep that which I have committed 


+ unto him.” Here was a ſacred depoſite +, or 
0 | truſt; oh 


* Vid: Me. N. Tiylor on the nature and heceſſity of 
Faith in JI asus CunisT. p. 42—45. 


F The word wapa N attice a aaataDiices ws (from abt 


bf) literally ſignifies committing in tri: Hence it is 


applied to the Goſpel, which was entruſted with Timothy to 
diſpenſe to others. 1 Tim. vi. 20. 2 Tim. i. 14. This 


may * e the bes et of Gop, Hence Toe have mp. 


. 
ttruſt, his ſoul, his body, his All; It is called 
by this term becauſe it is given, a Smeg 
with Gop in CnRI TS.. 
Hexe was not merely a faint ev but a 
ſtrong, a lively, and cheerful confidence, or a 
full and ,unſhaken perſuaſion ; and the ground 
of this faith will moſt aſſuredly ſupport us: for 


e hath, choſen, and adopted us into his family, 
. will maintain his purpoſes. and, fulfil all his 
„ promiſes. Or with Auſtin, Can we be 


« our covenant-· God? << The ſhip,” ſays one, 


Se js ſoon beat to pieces. Let him that died 
for my ſoul,“ ſaid Luther, . ſee to the ſal- 
& yation of it.“ Have we, indeed, committed 


deemer” $ hands? Let us diſmiſs our ſlaviſh, and 


© a - o how ORG hank. Gop 


(33 


f Heb. x. 23. | | : | 
| poſed our text to refer to the Chriſtian-Dodrine : But neither 


ſtruction : For it lignifies the depoſite of man. The verb (va- 
pzriInus) is uſed in ſeveral places to denote committing of Per- 
ſons. to Gop, Acts xiv. 23. & xx, 32. And it is elſewhere ap- 


„ 7 Sv 


« volumus, tanquam cum alicui liberos commendamus.” 


we may well argue as Bernard does, He that 


« more ſafe than when wholly in the hands of 


that is part in the water, and part run aground 


our ſouls, yea, our everlaſting 41 L into the Re- 
777 anxious fears; * for he is faithful that hath 


does this anſwer to the deſign of the Apoſtle's argument: nor 
will the original phraſe (æaααœNne ala d we) bear ſuch a con- 


plied to the committing the /ou/ to Gop, Luke xxiii. 46. & 
1 Pet. iv. 19. To which I might add, that Zenophon, Memos 
rab. Lib. iv. cap. 4. $. 17. has uſed the ſame word as the Apo- 
Mile in my text for commiting. any thing in truft; „ nafasala- 
&« $9, alicui aliquid, tanquam depoſitum tradere; quos de 
s rebus dicimus, quod fideliflime, ſanctiſſimeque cuſtodire 


Re; of 


( . 
provided both for the ſafety and comfort of his 
People: for their ſafety, in his eternal purpoſe,” 
counſel and covenant z in the conſtitution of the 
Perſon of CHRIST, and in the confirmation of 
all the bleſſings of 8 and of glory, by his 
promiſe, and his oatn. Wherein God, willing 
more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of 
* promiſe the immutability of his counſel, con- 
firmed it, or interpoſed (margin) himſelf by an 
* oath: that by two immutable things, in which 
* jt was impoſſible for Gop to lie, we might 
have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for 
refuge t0 lay hold on the hope {et before us: 
* which hope we have as an . of the ſoul 
both ſure an fledfaſt, and which entereth into 
that within the vail, whither the forerunner is 
© for us Gal even 1 sus made an high-prieſt 

* for ever after the order of Melchiſedec .. 
ls it poſſible for any to know theſe things, to 
reſt their ſouls upon them, to live upon them by 
meditation, faith and prayer, in their daily walk 
and converſe with Gop, and yet be at a loſs to 
conceive how the Apoſtle could maintain this firm 
perſuaſion as to ſay, I know whom I have be- 
% lieved ?“ What room could there be for doubt- 
ing? May we not all, having committed our ſouls 
toChrisT, and yet ſaying with the diſciples in a 
ſtorm, #* Maſter, careſt thou not that we periſh *?* 
may we not hear CRRISsT himſelf reproving us in 
thoſe ſtriking words, Why are ye ſo fearful ? 
Hoy is it that you have no faith?® O thou 
| 1 of 

- © Heb. vi. 17-20. Mar. iv. 38. 


0 4 1 
1 little faithy wherefore did: thou doubt 7 

Is chy faith built upon the u HTT Goo, whoſe 
wiſdom. is unſearchable, whoſe. love is infinite, 


Oh thay. afflicted, toſſed with tem! peſt, aud not 
* comforted *,”. behold che foundation, the glo- 
rigus foundation, which Gon hath! laid in the 
Perſon. of CARIs TI Have you not found it all- 


lufficient as far as you have made uſe of it? Try 


it again; CRHRISY is the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever.“ Haw many poor guilty ſouls 
have ſafely reſted their everlaſting all upon him ! 
what relief have they found both in life and death 
Why then aber and tremble? Surely there 
muſt. be ſome miſtake, if not in the nature of our 
faith, yet, either in its actings, or at leaſt in our 
. refleftions upon them! 
Now as to, the actings of Goring: faith. 1 upon 
| Covers I. have deſeribed them as plainly as * 
can: I call upon you to inquire, whether the 
defed. lies in the actings of your faith, or in your 


_ reflections upon it. Does your faith receive the 


Lon Jzsus Car1sT as your atoning ſacrifice, 
as your everlaſting righteouſneſs, and as your all- 


ſufficient ſtrength, whether for doing, or ſuffering. 


the will of Gop:?: Poſſeſſed of theſe, what can harm 
you? His ſacrifice is your ſecurity againſt offend- 
ed juſtice; His righteouſneſs your title to eternal 
life; — His ſtrength your defence againſt all your 
enemies ; your freedom from the love and power 

Matt. 2 31. IIa. liv, 11. 1 Heb, xiii; 8 


* 


and whoſe faithfulneſs. is unchangeable? And is 
not the foundation ſufficient to ſupport you ? 


1 


. - 


which: our Apoſtle refers. 


(15 ) 


An-und it hill be your deliverance Rom all 
ts) ere and anne apr e 


— 


IV. Obſerve, T This t 20 glorious obje& t tho 
Loxp Jzsvs Carr believed on is the grand, 
the only ſupport of all true believers in all the 
proſpects that lie before them.— for I know 
whom 1 have helieved, and I am perſuaded 


that he is able to keep that which I have com- 


mitted to him againſt that day.” 
I. We muſt inquire, What that _ is to 


It is generally believed, that our Apoſtle looks 
forward to the final judgment, which is that day, 


by way of eminence, in which the works of all 
other days ſhall be reviewed; that day, in which 
every ſervice, and every ſuffering for CxrisT 
1 be remembered, and be graciouſly rewarded. 


Now it is with the greateſt propriety that our 
Apoſtle ſo frequently refers to this day, in al- 
moſt all his epiſtles, becauſe then Cn is ſhall 
make it fully appear, that he hath been both 
ABLE and FAITHFUL in keeping whatever has 
been committed to him. Though we have been 


doubtful and anxious about that great event, 


1 He abideth faithful z He cannot deny himſelf.“ 
The ſouls of believers which had been com- 


: W to his care, ſhall then appear with incon- 


ceivable glory; whether they had been a longer 
or ſhorter ſpace in his preſence, they ſhall be 


Srought forth as the purchaſe of his blood, ar- 
rayed in robes of light and immortality, 


In 


* 16 5 
In the 18th verſe of this Ch 
again ſpeaks of this great day, in his prayer for 
Oneſiphorus; The Loxp grant unto him that 
he may find mercy of the Lon p in that day.“ 
Sometimes it is called by way of emphaſis, tbe 
- day. of Cun187", the: great day", and Tre fre- 
ent the day of judgment. d 
2. Let us further inquire, What pee 
or themſelves in the view of that day, which 
tend to reconcile believers to death, yea, enable 
them to triumph over it as a conquered enemy. 
There is, it muſt be owned, ſomething i in death 
which appears ghaſtly and dreadful; It is called, 


* the king of terrorsꝰ.“ And, perhaps, it may 
ſometimes appear in this form to the ſaints and 


people of Gop ;; but this can never happen, 
while faith views the triumphs and victories of 


him into whoſe keeping it hath committed itſelf. 
Wben believers can ſay, with Paul, I know 


whom I have believed,” they can look death 
in the face without fear or dread; yea, with de- 


ſire and delight, ſaying, with good old Jacob, 


have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lok p !.“ 
Their whole perſons are under the care of CHRIST: 


They may, therefore, ſay with Job, © I know | 


bat my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
- ſtand at the latter day upon the earth. And 


* 1 after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this Body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee Gop : whom I ſhall 


* fee. for- . and mine on ſhall behold, 


1 5 and | 


= Phil-i, 6, 10. * A; 6:8 56 Job felt 14. 


i?! Gen. xlix. 18. 


apter, our Apoſtle 
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1 LE 
b and not another; though my reins be contamed 
„ within me.” Therefore 1 my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth.z my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt 
„ in hope. For thou wilt not leave my ſoul in 
hell,” or the unſeen world; neither © wilt 
thou ſuffer thine holy oxz to ſee corruption. 
„Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life: in thy 
7 preſence is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand 
* there. are pleaſures for evermore *,” * Into 
* thine hand,” therefore, I commend my ſpi- 
1 rit ; * haſt redeemed me, O Lord Gop of- 
truth !. 


3· Thek things may well ſupport all theſe | 
who know that they have believed in CHRIST, 


or committed their IS! ALL to him We 
that day. 


This was the comfort and j joy of our r Apoſtle 
in the near views of death. To me to live is 
5 CnrasT : and to die is gain“ “ having a 
* deſire to depart, and to be with CurisrT, 
* which is far better..“ * For Fam now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my departure 
* is at hand. I have fought. a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 
* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
5 righteouſneſs, which the "Heat the righteous: 
„judge ſhall give me at that day: and not to 


— 


me only, but unto all them that love his 


 appearing*.” Now as theſe proſpects were 
ne to him, not wavy 40 an Apoſtle, but 
C chiefly 


q a Job KIT. 20 7 Pfal. xvi. erl. „ xxxX1, 5. 
7) , 


( 18 ) 


many others have adopted his language, and an- 


ticipated his hopes in their dying moments. 
Having committed their ſouls to the ſame 41. 


have W over death and the grave, ſay- 
ing, O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
* where is thy victory? the ſting of death is 


. through our Lox Y JESvs$ CRRIST “*. 


© ZZ © Ez 


ſubjoin to my preſent diſcourſe, 


* ” * 


r eor. an N . 


chiefly as a Chriſtian ; ſo we well know. that 


MIGHTY. SAVIOUR, and being favored with. the. 
aids of the ſame bleſſed Spixir, bearing witneſs 
with their ſpirits as the children of Gop, they 


* ſin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law : but 
thanks ze to God who giveth us the victory, z 


1 might exemplify this happy temper, by re 
ferring you to the dying words of many of the 
Martyrs, and others; but theſe. things need no 
Proof to thoſe who have been converfant with 
their lives, as recorded by others, and handed 
down to us for our encouragement in a dying 
hour. Nor have theſe favours been denied to 
younger chriſtians, or even unto babes in CHRISsH; 
as will appear by ſome anecdotes which 1 ſhall : 


But before J enter upon them, ſuffer me to 
remind you, that as it is not my uſual method 
to give encomiums of the dead, ſo I ſhall be 
altogether ſilent upon that ſubject, on the preſent - 
occaſion : However, as many of you well know 
that the dear deceaſed child ſtood propoſed, as 

a member, to this church, and as ſhe had pre- 
1 557 an nn. of Gop's s gracious dealings with 
her, 
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C19.) 
her, to be laid before you, had life been contl⸗ 
nued, and as I think the church has an undoubt- 
ed right to it, I will endeavor to give you the 
ſubſtance of it: And, Oh! that it may, through 


the divine bleſſing, tend to encourage others, in 


their making an open profeſſion of what Go 
hath done for their ſouls! 1 ; 


3 


Here follows the Koop which ſhe rende! 
do give of n, to the Church. 


T pleaſed Gov, even 1 05. my infincy; to give 

me a diſcovery of my ſinful ſtate, both by 
nature and practice. I remember to have heard 
my father expreſs his pleaſure at my early con- 
victions of ſin, and earneſt deſire of an intereſt 
in his prayers for an intereſt in pardoning mer- 
cy. Bur alas! thoſe early and ferious impreſ- 


Cong did not continually abide upon my heart: 


but at times ſeemed to be entirely loſt, and, T 
fear, T have often drunk iniquity like water. 
But Go, in his infinite goodneſs, ſtill fol- 
lowed me with awful thoughts of ETERNITVY, 
which made ſin, all fin bitter to my ſoul. Some 
times I have tried to divert my thoughts from 
this awful ſubject, and every thing elſe, which 
was painful in the review: but till it was the 
will and pleaſure of the moſt High, and bleſſed 
be his holy name, to follow me with deep con- 
victions, and great remorſe of conſcience for ſin, - 
though, I fear, it was not ſo much becauſe fin is 
a breach of the divine law, and an offence againſt 


Co Gon 


2 
Gon, as for the dreadful conſequences of it, 
namely, my everlaſting run! 

For many years I looked upon es as. 
highly neceſſary ; but I found little heart to it 
while 1 was under theſe laviſh fears. Neverthe- 
leſs, I uſed to be greatly affected, and ſome- 

* times encouraged, by reading the Pilgrim's Pro- 
oreſs; from which, and by hearing the Word, 


by reading the Scriptures, and other good books, 
I was led into the truth as it is in Jz$vs ; ſo that 
when I ſaw one, who is now a member with 
you, paring over a gloomy thought in Quarle's 
Emblems, I remember to have directed her 
to another poem, called Ixsus, Juſtice, and 
the Sinner, as being better ſuited to her caſe, 
though I could then take lierle comfort from it 
myſelf . ; 
| - "Often when I have _ Dying my Carghiſin | 
to my parents, I have found deep impreſſions of 
. eternal things made upon my mind; and eſpe- 
cially by hearing my father read a ſermon of 
Biſhop; Hopkin's, from Heb. x. 30, 31. For 
„ we know Him that hath ſaid, Vengeance be- 
* longeth unto. me, I will recompenſe, faith the 
„ Lorp. And again, The Lozp ſhall judge 
„ his people. I is. a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the ning Genes Mae { Wal. 
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*The perſon referred to, has Aue me that Gov. was 
Pleaſed to bleſs that Poem to her ſpiritual comfort, to which 
ſne was directed by a child! I mention this to encourage 


religious converſation amongſt all that 10 Gop. See Mal. 
ul, 16, „ 


+ FS is *. 
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is the moſt awakening 1 mcg ever read, or 
©] wy 1 Watis' 's Hymns 120 48 of chow wie 
'F to me, ar 15 awakening my fears, as pa 


« « ky choughts on 1 ſubjects roll 
Damnation and the dead; 

What horrors ſeize the guilty ſoul - 

3 Upon a dying bed.“ &&. 
A © have. alſo been greatly encouraged by dem, 5 
A eſpecially by-the $ bh. IId B. [6m | 


I 
tw#& V 


« \ Yb does your. face, ye humble fouls, 

 * Thoſe mournful colours wear? 

« What doubts are theſe that waſte your fa. ö 
| v6 And nouriſh your deſpair Fra & c. 9 


lament that I did not ſet down thoſe diſcourſes 
I have heard from my father, and others, both 
in this place, and alſo at the Lecture, which 
gradually inſtructed, and directed me from time 
to time; as alſo the ſerious impreſſions made 
upon my mind by his obſervations at, and after 
catechizing, and praying with us, in his ſtudy, 
on Lord's day evenings, as well as daily in the 
family: had 1 done this, I might have given a 
more particular and ſatisfactory account of Hat 
has e in my e from wo to-day. 


Thus 


* This diſeourſe I read in the family for the conviction 
3 of a thoughtleſs ſervant. Little did I think of its making 
= ſuch awful impreſſions upon a child who then could not be 
A = above ſix years of age: But Goo is a ſovereign, O let the 
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- Thus 1 vent on, ſometimes hoping, ſores 
times deſponding : one thing which greatly en- 


couraged my hope was the hearing my father 
read, in the family, a ſermon by the late Mr. 
Davies, from Mat. xii. 20. A bruiſed! reed 
* ſhall he not break, and ſmoking flax ſhall he 
„ not quench, till he ſend forth judgment unto 


| OT. ; and 1 in bn name ſhall the Gentiles 


10 july 1772, while my parents were gone i in- 
to the country, my grandfather read one of Mr. 


Davies ſermons from Iſa. xlv. 22. Look unto 


* me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth : 

1 for LamGop, and there is none elſe.” This had 
a tendency to renew my conviction of the need 
of an intereſt in CHRIS, without which my con- 


demnation was ſure.” I ſuppoſe that my grand- 
father perceived my diſtreſs : for he recommended 


to me Dr. Doddridge's Riſe and Progreſs of Reli- 


gion in the Soul. However, I did not ſet about it 


then, but afterwards his advice was brought to re- 


membrance, and I ſet about it with diligence, and 
1 have reaſon to bleſs Gop for it, that it has been, 
in his hand, a great means of convincing me, 


more and more of my need of a Saviour; and 


alſo of leading me to lay hold on the LokD BE” 


sus CHRIST as my Righteouſneſs. - 


Soon after this I heard my father pr ſeve- 
ral diſcourfes from 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. He hath 


„ made with me an everlaſting Pao - 
1 dered in all things and ſure; ibis is all my ſal- 


vation and all ny defire.” The laſt ſermon, I 
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(49) 
hope, I ſhall never forget: I was ſorry when he 
had done with the ſubject. But theſe. were fol- 
lowed with. many ſermons from Pf. xlii. 11. 


* Why art thou caft down, O my foul? and 


* why art thou diſquieted within me? Hope 
thou in God: for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who 
” is the health of my countenance, and my Gon 
O how encouraging and delightful were they to 


my ſoul! By theſe diſcourſes I was enabled to 
give up myſelf to Gop in Crr1sT with. ſome 


comiortable Tags. that I * never be con- 


founded. 


Thoſe che on Ruth i i. 16. „ ＋ hy ds 
1 : ſoall be my people, and thy Gop, my Gop,®. 


were of great uſe to me, to confirm me in my 


choice of Gop as my Gov. And I had many 
thoughts of giving up myſelf to Gor, in pub- 
lic; but I thought myſelf too young. Many 
are the difficulties which I met with, not know 
ing what to do * ; but ſtill I could often ſing 
and fay, - A 4 86 — 
FAM ce Amazing 


5 Nov. 30, 1772. AM Monday evening, © Near nine 
o'Clock, my eldeſt Daughter came into my ſtudy, defiring to 


know whether ſhe is too young to give herſelf up to the 


Church. I told her. That we have no certain rule in 
the word of Gor as to the age of the perſons whoſe duty it 
is to give up themſelves to Gop in his Churches. That 
it was no ſmall pleaſure for me to hear her making the in- 
aue and that it reminded me of thoſe words, 2 Chron. vi. | 
8. ** Nevertheleſs thou didſt well in that it was in thine 
heart.: That I thought it would not be for her advan - 
tage to come to the Table of the Lox p until ſhe had ſpiritual - 
knows» . 


(24). 


grace, that keph i my breath, 
Nor bid my ſoul remove, 

% Till 1 had learn'd my Saviour's death, 
And well infur'd his love ?“ 

my 8 Hymn 2. IId B. 


„Amazing 


* 42 


1 a from. chinkieg,' as ſome have done, that 


there are no pleaſures in a life of religion: I 
have had many difficulties, and I expect many 

more; but I can add my poor teſtimony, to that 
of many of the children of Gop, that I never 
found any true happineſs till I became acquainted 
with: the things of Goo. And I deſire to bleſs 


and praiſe Him for whe: great, * of a religious 


education. 

- Now as 1 would not leave any command of 
my Lorn unfulfilled, or any means neglected 
which may be of uſe to me in my journey through 


this world to that which is to come, I do offer 


myſelf for . communion, to this Church of 


Car1sT, if they ſhall think me worthy : And if 


I ſhould be admitted to join with you in com- 
memorating the dying love of our dear Re- 
deemer, I earneſtly deſire your prayers to Gop 


for me, that I may walk worry the POOR of 


: et JAWS 


1 auen, SrarronD. 


cart to me to find her fo 8000 2nd; I 7 hoped, adi 


tidus in the duties of retirement. That it was impoffible 
for me to give my advice till the Rad firſt” given me ſome” 
further, and more particular account of herſelf, which might 
be done either by converſation or oo writing : Upon this the 


ſeemed to be ſatisfied,” 


2 
„ 
1 


6260 

Lou will, my Chriſtian Friends, form your own 
judgment of theſe things: I chooſe that the dear 
deceaſed ſhould ſpeak in her own way; you will, 
however, recollect that ſhe was not yet fifteen 
years of age! When I think on theſe things, I 
am conftrained to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Out 
of the mouth of babes and ſucklings haſt thou 
„ ordained ſtrength, becauſe of thine enemies, 
that thou mighteſt ſtill the APs and wo | 
avyenger.“ Pſal. viii. 2. 

There is no end of reflecting upoit Sab 
cauſes : ſor we know that Gop doth whatſoevet 
he pleaſeth in the armies of 8 and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth. We profeſs to 
acknowledge his ſupremacy, and dee, in all 
things, to ſubmit cheerfully to his will. 
One of my children, namely my ſecond child, 
was taken with a threatening fever: bleſſed be 
Gop her life was ſpared ; may ſhe have grace 
to improve her recovery to the glory of Gop 
her preſerver ! This child, my eldeſt, was taken 
as ſoon as the other recovered, Her conſtitu- 
tion was weak, and unable to bear the ſhock. 
We had little hope of her when ſhe was firſt 
taken. But I will not dwell upon theſe things. 
I proceed to give you ſome account of -her tri- 
Agiphept victory over death. 

She ſeemed deſirous of denen hebe the 
nhoficians thought her caſe dangerous; we were 
unwilling to let her know our apprehenſions, 
leſt they ſhould think her mind had been thrown. 
into any perturbations, which might have proved. 

Late Þ D detri- | 
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A 


detrimental.” We, therefore, kept the appre- - 
ended conſequence of her diſorder out of her 
Acght as long as we could : but when all hope 


was gone, we told her plainly that there was lit- | 
tle hope of her recovery: ſhe received the ſen- 
tence of death not only Wunden dread, but with 


—_ ſerenity and joy. 


When any religious Fenda FO nv 
on her account, ſhe always dropped ſome word 
of reproof to them, ſaying, How can you do 
* {o? You, who know rears 1 to ſet a 
better example.“ 

Upon her being told 12 one of her kent 


ſeemed to be more thoughtful, and penſive than 
uſual, her mother ſaid, Well, Betſey, if your 


« affliction ſhould be the means of their conver- 
2 1 you would rather be glad to be af- 
s" flicted;;” to which ſhe anſwered, * That 4 


« Kal. 7 


I did not take gern any ocher l cll 


bande, March 26th. One of the firſt diffi- 


culties ſhe propoſed to me was this, That it was. 


likely ſhe ſhould be taken off by death before ſhe 


came to the table of the LoR D. I endeavoured 
to anſwer that difficulty by referring her thoughts 
to a text beforementioned, 2 Chron. vi. 8. For- 
 aſmuch as it was in thine heart—thou didſt 
Ss. well in that it was in thine heart.“ To which 


| he replied, ** I know it was my duty; and I am 


* ſure Gop cannot be angry with me for doing 
% my duty, and yet this thought has troubled 
me ; but now I am fatisfied,” 

= -_ I aſked 


"# 


6 

I aſked her whether any doubt remained as to 
her intereſt in CHRIST: ſhe anſwered, in the 
words ſhe had choſen for her Funeral Sermon, 
1 I know whom I have believed, and I am per- 
# ſuaded that he is able to keep that which 1 
* have committed unto him againſt that day.” 

I told her that I was glad to find the Lorp 
enabling her to maintain her hold of CuhRIST: 
for we had little hope of her continuance with 
us, and that we had given her up to a covenant 
Gop ſome days paſt; ** Then,” ſaid ſne, I 
„ have nothing to do but to wait till my change 
„ come: Then ſhall I ſee hi whom my sour 
* 1LOVETH; and when 1 ſee HIM, 1 have e- 
© nough.” Theſe words were ſpoken with un- 
uſual vehemence. She added, Then I ſhall no 
* more fin againſt a ſweet Saviour! No more 
& conflicts with ſin, which you have ſo fully de- 
& ſcribed, in your printed Sermons, which I bleſs 
* Gop for, and which have often ſupported me 


„ when ſinking into deſpair,” 


In a few minutes a fit of convulſions came on, 


which violently ſhook her whole frame; upon 
which ſhe immediately ſent for me again, out of 
my ſtudy, imagining that her end was near: 


ſhe inquired, ** What muſt we do in the laſt act 


of faith, when the foul is juſt going out of the 
% body?“ I told her we muſt do as Jonah did, 
chap. ii. 4. Then I ſaid, I am caſt out of thy 


« ſight, yet I will look again toward thy holy 
24 temple: «58 (a paſſage which I had conſidered. 


Tome time before) or, according to her favorite 


1 a 
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text, Once more to commit her ſoul into the 
hands of the bleſſed Jzsvs, ſaying, with the 
Pſalmiſt, xxxi. 5. Into thine hand I commit 
1 my ſpirit : thou haſt redeemed me, O Lok p 


3 Gop of truth.“ I told her what I once heard 
Dr. Doddridge ſay near the cloſe of his life, 
„% Were I to chooſe any words of himan com- 
<« poſition for my laſt, I would take thoſe of my 
1 honored friend Dr. Watts. Hymn 90. B. 1. 


«A guilty, weak, and helpleſs worm, 
On thy kind arms I fall: 


She immediately took the hint, and added, 


ge thou my ſtrength, and righteouſneſs, 
„ My Ixsus, and my all.? 


Theſe words were ſpoken with ſuch an apparent 


hearty approbation of Carist, and confidence 
4n him, as could. not fail to make conſiderable 


impreſſions on the minds of all that ſtood by 


her. 


. ber time was not yet come; 


As ſoon as ſhe heard that her ſiſters were up, 


ſhe ſent for the three eldeſt of them one by one, 


took her leave of them, and gave them the beſt 
advice in her power. Then ſhe ſent for the ſer- 
vants ſeparately, and addreſſed them according 


to their different characters: afterwards, ſhe ſent 


for ſome of her more diſtant relations, and ad- 
dreſſed them as well as ſhe was able: but as 1 
Was not preſent, [ forbear. 


Soon 


© 0 | 
3 - Soon” after, - ſhe ſent for me to tell her, 
bo long I thought ſhe could live: I told her, 
= we had nothing before us, but to wait the 
1 Lon p's time, in the exerciſe of faith, and pa- 
tience. She replied, I have not ſo much pa- 
« tience as I thought I had.” I deſired her to 
look upwards for divine afſiſtance, ſhe ſaid, 1 
« do, and I will.“ 

When ſhe thought herſelf juſt expiring, ſhe 
inquired whether the covenant of grace contain- 
ed aay ſpecial promiſes of freedom from pain in 
dying. I told her, though there are no abſolute 

| promiſes that we ſhall not feel the pains of death, 
yet there are many precious promiſes of ſpecial 
aſſiſtance in every time of need, particularly, 
that general promiſe, Iſa. xli. 10. Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee : be not diſmayed, for 
* 1 am thy Gop : I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I 
vill help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteouſneſs.* As 
thy days, /o ſhall thy ſtrength be.“ Deut. 
xxxiii. 25. That, in confidence of theſe pro- 
miſes, we may boldly ſay, The Loxp is my 
* helper, 1 will not fear. That David had 
ſaid in the view of approaching death,“ Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they com- 
fort me.” Pſal. xxiii, 4.—That the promiſes 
of Chaisr were intended for our comfort, whe- 
- ther living, or dying; , eſpecially that great pro- 
miſe, * My grace is ſufficient for thee.” 2 Cor. 
3.2.4 XU, 


1. 30 1 
xi. 9. hat Cunkisr's preſence had "OR af- 
forded to many, in ſuch a manner, as to cauſe 
them to triumph over. death.— That, indeed, 
ſome of the Martyrs were called to ſuffer a lin- 
gering death, even when their ſouls were in dark- 
neſs: © Bleſſed be Gop,“ ſaid ſne, I am not 
& jn darkneſs : that is not my caſe 1” I obſerv- 


ed, that many of the Logp's people have been 


ſupported in dying agonies, by calling to mind 
what CHRIST endured for us, when he cried out, 


* My Gop, my Gop, why haſt thou forſaken 


„ me?” Mat. xxvii. 46. That Cnyzisr was 
forſaken, that we might be received into ever- 


| mY embraces. © O,“ ſaid ſhe, 5+ this is all, 


« it 18 all my deſire,” 


After the ſeemed to 3 comforted her heart 


with the conſideration of theſe things, . ſhe met 
with another difficulty, and ſent again for me; 

% O,“ ſaid ſhe, What ſhall I now do? I can- 
< not pray!“ To which I replied, That I my- 
ſelf had been in the ſame circumſtances; eſpeci- 
ally once when in a fever; and that I was una- 
ble to join one thought with another; ſhe ſaid, 


That is my caſe 3 what ſhall I do now?” I 


anſwered, It is your mercy that you made con- 
ſcience of prayer when you was able: you are 
alſo to conſider that text, which was my com- 
fort, in theſe circumſtances, We have an Ad- 
* vocate with the Father, JEsus ChRISTH the 
* righteous: And he is the Propitiation for our 


. fins.” 1 John ii. 2, Say then with our n- 
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* death.” 
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2 Let Papiſts truſt what names they pkaſe, 

Their Saints, and Angels boaſt: | 
* We've no ſuch ad vocates as theſe, eh 

Nor pray to th heav'niy hoſt. 5 

de "Jes alone ſhall bear my cries 

1 Up to his Father's Throne: 

He, deareſt Lozp! perfumes wy den 

3 And ſweetens ey 'ry groan.” 


; * 


POE Well, ” ſaid my dear Child, ©] am not 
<« afraid of death, 15 of the pains of dying; 
« Is there any way to mitigate, if not to get rid 
% of them?“ 1 anſwered, There is a certain 


way of mitigating them, by conſidering that 


Can isr felt them; — By his death we are deli- 
vered from the curfe, which had otherwiſe at- 


| tended them, and which would have rendered 


them dreadful, —We have reaſon to be thankful 


that the curle is removed by the death of CRISHr. 
Again, If Jesvs died, he well knows what dying 


agonies 'mean ; It may be with this view that he 


ſays, Rev. i. 18. 1 am nt that liveth, and was 


dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the 1585 of hell, and &f 


B 
ww. [3 


133% Jones can ks 3 l 
Feel ſoft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breaſt I lean my head, 
ok 4 bazhe my, life out ww there.” - 
| H. 37. B. 1h 
be Well, * ſaid hid 4 «6 this is what I want.” 
-* * Theſe 
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N + i 
Theſe hints contain the ſubſtance of what 
paſſed between us on Saturday. On the Loxp's- 
day, there was a tendency to dozing the greateſt 


raid we had not given her up, which ſhe thought 
was the reaſon of ſo long a delay: L aſſured her 
that ſhe was miſtaken that we had reſigned her 
two or three days ago, and that T had not pray- 
ed for her life that day in public. Well,” ſaid 
ſhe, © then I am ſatished,” .. 
Monday ſhe lay much i in the ame way, ang] 
all we could wiſh, or pray for, was an eaſy, and 
quiet diſmiſſion. She could ſpeak little, fo as to 
be underſtood, till about ſeven o'clock. in. the 
evening; when, collecting all the little ſtrength 
ſhe had, ſhe, burſt out, in a delightful triumph, 
For erer, for ever, for ever bleſſed be thy 
« name that thou haſt received me.—ln the Be- 
« loved — In the Beloved. ” — About twelve 
| o'clock. ſhe again broke out in theſe trains, 
which, were. ſome of the laſt words that could be 
underſtood, ** GLory ! GrLoxy | LY ond, then, be- 
tween twelve and one on Tueſday woraing; ſweet» 
ly fell aſleep in Jzsvs. 5 55 | 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Let parents learn to give up their infant- 
ſeed to Goo, and do all in their power to bring 
them up for him.— Bring up your children in 
r the nurture and admonition of the Loa D*.“ I 
know it has been Wee " That —_ we 
HOT bh ks i” are 
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© are inftromental of bringing them into the 
« world; we cannot form their minds into an 
„ heavenly temper.” I grant it, yet I muſt add, 
duty is ours, the bleſſing is of the Loxp. The 
food we give them cannot nouriſh them without 
the divine bleſſing. If we think it our duty to 
procure for them thoſe things which belong to 
the body, hy ſhould we not be more ſolicitous 
to provide for their precious and immortal ſouls ? 
As they are born in ſin, and every religious 
parent cannot but perceive a tendency in them to 
fin, why ſhould not we endeavor to point out to 
them theſe. evil propenſities, and lead their infant - 
minds to that relief which is provided for them 
an Gop's gracious covenant? He has ſaid, I 
* will be a Gop to thee, and to thy ſeed after 
thee .“ „This bleſſing of Abraham is come 
upon the Gentiles through JESUS CnRIST 2 
Let us remind our children of their privileges, 
and teach them to improve them, that they may 
not deſpiſe their birthright; but may come to 
 Gop as their Gop in covenant, and day with 
David, Truly I am thy ſervant, the ſon of 
thine hand maid ..“ O my dear friends, do 
all in your power to lead them to Gop, as the 
Gop of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. Plead the 
many great and precious promiſes made unto 
you, and unto them: — pray, earneſtly pray with 
them, and for them, that they may have grace 
to improve: them. Embrace the firſt openings 
of their minds to receive inſtruction; and, as 

„Gen. xvii, = 0 Gal, ili. 14 Pl exvi. 1 


b 34 ) 
you defire any ſucceſs, let your life and conver- 
ſation convince them, that there is a reality in 
thoſe precious truths you are daily laying before x 
them. 
2. Let my young friends learn, from what has 
5 been ſaid, to give up themſelves d to Gop without E 
- Gov, you ſee, calls ſome away in the bloom 9 
of life; are you ready? Have you embraced 3 
the Gop of your fathers ? Death may come to 
you as well as to others, in the early part of life, | 
Be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an hour as ye 1 
* think not, the Son of man cometh.“ Is it 
not your higheſt wiſdom to be found ready ? Say E- 
not in your heart, It is ſoon enough yet.” Do WW 
you know the time when Gop will call you? mn 
Have not others been called before you? Oh do 
not. trifle with things of everlaſting moment! 
Seek ye the Lox p while he may be found ©,” 
&c. Remember now thy Creator in the 
„ days of thy youth, while the evil days come 
* not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 1 
* ſay, I have no pleaſure in them.“ CyrisrT 1 
the Lord hath ſaid, © I love them that love ; 
me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find 
% me.“ Nov is the accepted time; behold E 
© now is the day of falyation *.” * To day, i; 
* ye will hear his voice,” while he is calling to 
you, by an awful ' diſpenſation, # harden not 
"3 4 2 your hearts, leſt he wah in his wrath, ye ſhall 
28 * | | + 4:14. ae 


| wn Matt. xxiv. $4 © Ifa. lv. 6. d Eccleſ. xii. 1. 
beer ,, „e. l ; 
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not enter into my reſt*,” If any of the chil- 


dren, of religious parents reject the Gop of their 
fathers, let them remember, that our Lox p him- 
ſelf has declared, that in ſuch a caſe, even the 


* children of the kingdom ſhall be caſt out. 


* there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth“. 
3. Let all, who have given up themſelves to 
God in Car1sT, labour to get ſuch an acquaint- 
ance with the Power and Grace of ChRIST, as 
cheerfully to depend upon him in life, or in death, 
Do you, indeed love CarisT? ſeek to know 
more and more of him. Young diſciples are 


often filled with doubts and fears: and even 
ſome, who have long ago committed their ſouls 


into his hands, are too ready to entertain doubts 
and fears, ſuſpicions and jealouſies concerning 


him in whom they have believed. Not ſo did 


our Apoſtle; let us learn to imitate his example. 
The more we know of CnRIST, the more readily 
ſhall we truſt him. And, truly, he is worthy of all 


| the truſt we can repoſe in him, Surely we can- 


not queſtion his Power, for he is Almighty ; and 
to queſtion his willingneſs, is contrary to the 
whole of his undertakings. If he were not wil- 
ing to ſave ſinners, why did he leave his heaven- 
ly glories, and come down to ſuffer in a ſinful 
world ? What can be the meaning of all his gra- 
cious inyitations ? why did he make ſo many 
precious promiſes? What is the language of the 
tears he ſhed ? What is the meaning of his heart 
in the pouring out his foul, even unto death, but 
E 2 | to 
s Heb. iii. 7, 8, 11. * Matt. viii. 12. 


0 14 ** 7 
to Ecoutage poor finners to come to Rim, to re 
upon hitn, aud confidentty expect falyation inis 
name? n eee 
4. Let ds learn to Alba, All our Akers folly 
ſaying with the Apoftle, * Know whom 1 Have 
po believed. 4 If we know Cha tsr, let us put all 
our truſt 1 in fir : this 1 is the way to to triumph over 
death. "FF Gov can make others; yea, a babe mM 7 
Chxisr, to gain a glorious victory over death, ny 
wher re 18 our our Fit, 0 Where are our hopes, that we 5 
cintot ttiutaßh Yo bim, wil Has fed ds, andt | 
given Himfelf for us ? Out of the mouth of 
babes he hath perfected his praiſe . O let us 
chide dur unbelieving fears; for Gop ſeems, by 
the Preſent bröidenee, to be reproving therm: 
let us take part with Gov againſt Alen; and ba- 
niſh them tor ever! Let us rale ollt Yalth to the 
expectation of great things from Canisr, living 
and dying. Are we vo Cöntindde 4 little longer ih 
life ? let us * live by the faith of the Son of G05, 
wy who loved us, and gave himſelf for us x.“ Are 
we drawing near to the decline of life, and the 1 
gates of the grave | ? let us expect ſuitable help 9 
from ChRtsr. If Carr died, then he well 7 
knows what dying agonies mean, and will farely 
give us all needful help in dying moments. Is Y 
he alive! ? he will intercede for us to his F ather, 
and our Father, to his God, and our Gov. | 
„ theſe things reconcile us to the death 
of vodly. relatives, and friends. Did _—_ Know 
to whom a entruſted all their concerns ? Are 


we 


1 Pfal. viji, 2. '£ Gat, Bi, 20 


Wi * 9 
ve in no pain about their eternal ſtate? Let us 
dry up our tears; and Baniſh our forrows. Why 
did we wiſh-themn to live, but that they might hve 
to che Lofty? and is it nat much better to live 
for ever Vih Hm? is not Gop able to do much 
better for hem thun we can? Is God pleaſed t 
Is his glorified creature pleaſed? Who chen are 
we thar we ſhould be difpleuſed? Do we lament 
our 6Wwn lofs'? What loſs can they ſaſtain, Wo 
have h6thing greater, nothing higher in view, 
than that Gov in all things may be glorified ? 
And as for any particular eircumftances, on 
which nature is apt to dwell; what are they in 
pariſon -with the greateſt, higheſt, and beft 
end of all, the Drivint Lon“? | 
And, uncl, the conſideration of their beten 
and everlaſting felicity, may ſerve as an addi- 
tional help to feconcile us to the death of godly 
relati bes. „ Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Loxp, from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the 
1 Splkfr, that they may reſt from their labors; 
and their works do follow them.“ It is true, 
natural affection is ready to ſuggeſt a thouſand 
wiſhes for their ſtay, when they are godly, We 
«need their prayers, and their examples. -A 
e thouſand tender ties are broken by ſuch a pain- 
ful providence . Alas, the bloom of youth, 
« affording a thouſand pleaſing hopes of futute 
<«cotnfort, is blaſted “ But what is our com- 
fort compared with their happineſs ? It is true, 
"66 they Wight have been usekul to others, had 
they 


Rev. xiv. 13. 
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„ | norable members of a chriſtian-ſociety,” Was 


this their intention? O what a gracious and joy- 


ful idiſappointment ! That inſtead of their ſtrug- 


gling long through unknown trials and tempta- 
tions with the church-militant, they are called 
to the church triumphant; from a feaſt with 
Cur1sT on earth, to a better feaſt in heaven; 

from the ſupper of the Lon, ſeldom. returning, 
and often interrupted, to perpetual and ever- 
laſting enjoyment l what a gloriqus exchange ! 
What a delightful ſurpriſe | inſtead of fitting 
down at the table of the Loxp, with a few im- 


perfect ſaints upon earth, to be ſeated. at the 
marriage-ſupper of the Lams, with Patriarchs 
and Prophets, with Apoſtles and Martyrs, with 


the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, 


with Gop the judge of all, and with Jzsvs the 


Mediator of the new .coyenant—out of all dan- 
ger from a ſinful, nature, a tempting devil, and 


an enſnaring world—under the full beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the gracious ſmiles 


of a reconciled Gop and Father, amidſt ſur- 
rounding angels, rejoicing over their precious 
charge, conducted ſafe to glory. Who can take 


a view of theſe things, and not feel the moſt ar- 


dent longings after the ſame bliſsful immortali- 


ty? Is it not highly probable, that many of 


Cuxisr's diſciples in the early ages of the church 
would have rejoiced in ſo great a privilege, ſo 
ſpeedy a diſmiſſion from their warfare, and the 
crown of life beſtowed after ſo ſhort a combat: 


\ 


eſpe- 


ly eſcape, not only from one temptation, but 


„ 


P: 8 5 
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eſpecially when their trembling hearts were ready 
to ſay, I ſhall'one day periſh by che unwearied 


« and malicious enemies of my ſoul.” Some 
of our chriſtian- friends muſt bear the burden 
and heat of the day, and endure a multitude of 
formidable aſſaults; others, highly indulged, 
only juſt enter upon the chriſtian- warfare, but 
ere they have advanced to the hotteſt part of the 
battle, are called off by their great leader, to re- 
ceive their immortal crown. O what wiſdom 
and mercy unite, in making a way for their ear- 


from all at once, and for eyer! O how they now 
admire and adore his tender care, and diſtin- 
guiſhed mercy, who not only taught them to 
know and truſt him, - but alſo took effectual me- 
thods to prevent their ever forgetting him, or 


ſo much as loſing their firſt love! What a mul- 
titude of ſins ang ſorrows, of doubts and fears 


are hereby prevented! O how are they bowing 


before the throne of Gop and the Lams, giving 
thanks for thoſe very diſpenſations, which fill us 
with pain and grief! What are we doing? O that 


every miſtake may be rectified! What mighty 


difference is it whether we obtain admiſſion into 


heaven before our dear friends and relatives, and 


ſo give them an hearty welcome when they ar- 


rive thither, or whether they ſhall have the ho- 


nor and happineſs, under CHR Is, to receive us 
into mow Boy and heayenly habitations : : 


To 


To eee — all ny whom ey 
have believed, vat patiently for Fer, one) 
He ſhall come ang receive chem ee bim, To © 
fuck ſouls, while they: reflect | 
thoſe who are gene before aims! and agen 
ir they are favored. with the delightful proſpects 
vf another world, the time may ſeem long, but 
Oh, let every part of it be filled up with love and 
duty to Cnkisr: and when our diſſolution ap- 
proaches, let us rejoice in him who ſaith, - Sure- 
4 Iy I come quickly“ while our joyful hearts 
e 0 ae 2 1 came Wen i 8 r 
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